
Newman Announcements for 
September 5, 2021

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Live the Liturgy Inspiration for the Week

Life can be challenging and frightening. 
Sometimes, it really hurts to be a human being. 
We face brokenness of all kinds: physical, 
emotional, and spiritual. For no apparent 
reason, life can quickly fall apart. What we 
knew to be familiar is gone and something we 
relied upon is taken away. We are left sitting 
with our incompleteness and swimming in the 
pools of our sadness. Be strong! Fear not! These 
admonitions flow from the mouths of prophets 
and are echoed by Jesus. It is difficult to trust 
that restoration, healing, and rejuvenation will 
one day come, and remain steadfast in our faith. 
But we are here because of a God who loves us, 
not as the result of a random occurrence. When 
we reach for that truth about who we are and 
who God is, life changes for us. We are healed 
from our old distorted way of seeing things. Our 
eyes, heart, and soul are opened to the beauty 
and magnificence of life. The pulse of our loving 
Creator is felt in all things and we can’t wait for 
God to come and touch us again. God made us, 
God loves us, and God keeps us. He has done 
all things well. ©LPi

Sunday Gift Offering August 29
$2,974.00 including our charity tithe of $298.00 

for our brothers and sisters in need.
For emergency Haiti relief $1,803.00 (not 

including electronic donations)
“Neither the one who plants nor the one who

waters is anything,but only God, who causes the 
growth.” 1 Corinthians 3:7

Upcoming Events
Stewardship of Talent

September 4-5

Labor Day
Monday, September 6
Parish Offices Closed

Stewardship of Time
September 11-12

Sacrament of Anointing
September 11

Martha & Mary Meet & Greet
September 11

Community Bible Study Begins 
September 16

Next week you will have an 
opportunity to consider how to 
answer the call to study and 

grow in faith. Begin praying how 
you would like to steward your 

time in personal growth.SEPTEMBER 11-12



Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:30, 11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday 5:00 p.m.
Reconcilation
Wednesdays 4:00 p.m. 
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. 

Pastor: Fr. Rob Spaulding
ext. #105  rob@newmancenter.org
Coordinator of Pastoral Ministry: Lillie Rodgers
ext. #104 lillie@newmancenter.org 
Director of Campus Ministry: Devon James
ext. #117 devon@newmancenter.org
Music Intern: Aimee Gray
ext. #101 music@newmancenter.org  
Communications Coordinator: Myra Belser
ext. #106  myra@newmancenter.org
Administrative Assistant: Sandra Wotawa
ext. #102  sandra@newmancenter.org
Accounting Intern: Vada Burns
ext. #103  accounting@newmancenter.org
Service & Outreach: Sandy Rupp
ext. #112  rupp@newmancenter.org
Facility Manager: Mike Morin
ext. #110  mike@newmancenter.org

Staff (307)745-5461

September 5 - 12
Sun. 8:30 am Thor Hallingbye
 11:00 am Mary Ann Johnson
 5:00 pm Intention of the Rupp family
Wed. 5:00 pm Lee and Louise Bertrand
Thurs. 5:00 pm Richard Nordquist
Sat.  5:00 pm Thor Halligbye
Sun 8:30 am Mana Dolores
   Estrella Flores
 11:00 am Feliberto Sanchez
 5:00 pm Parishioners of St. Paul's

The celebration of the Eucharist is the heart of our Community. Liturgical ministers offer significant 
gifts to our worship. Whether you have done this in the past or feel called to participate in liturgical  

ministry for the first time, it is mandatory that you attend training and formation. Formation and 
training times for Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion, Lector, Hospitality, and Altar Serving are 

listed below. 
Lectors       Eucharistic Ministry
Sept. 22 at 6:00 pm  or Sept. 26 at 2:00 pm   Sept. 22 at 7:00 pm or Sept. 26 at 3:00 pm
Altar Server       Hospitality
Sept. 23 at 6:00 pm or Sept. 26 at 1:00 pm  Sept. 23 at 7:00 pm or Sept. 26 at 1:00 pm

The Sacrament of  Anointing is on Saturday, 
September 11 following the 5:00 p.m. Liturgy.  

Community Bible Study (CBS)
CBS is a nondenominational organization 
that supports Bible studies around the world. 
An in-person weekly group study will be 
hosted in Laramie throughout the 2021-2022 
school year. Lillie Rodgers will lead us in 
this year's study that includes Daniel, 1 & 2 
Peter, and Colossians. All are welcome, no 
prior experience or knowledge of the Bible is 
necessary. Classes meet Thursdays, 
9:00 - 10:00 am beginning 
September 16. Registration is 
$35.00. To learn more, contact 
Lillie: lillie@newmancenter.org
to register: click here.

Martha & Mary  
Meet & Greet Open House 

Women of the Newman Center are invited to 
an open house on September 11, from 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the front lawn. 
Come meet members, enjoy fellowship, and 
learn about new small group opportunities 
and monthly meetings. A variety of snacks 

and drinks will be provided.  
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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
September 5, 2021

A Church of and for the Poor
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The book of James is one of the 
hardest hitting in the New 

Testament. He is a tell-it-like-it-is 
apostle, warning the early Church not to 
show partiality to the rich and powerful. 
This is always a danger, especially in a 
Church that relies on donations. While 
gratitude to donors is understandable 
and proper, it’s easy for gratitude to 
become preference, partiality, and a 
different moral standard. James warns 
the Church against this.

Jesus warns us, too. He talks about 
inviting the poor to a party rather than 
those who can repay us. He tells us that 

when we give, that the left hand should 
not know what the right is doing. He 
warns the rich that the path to heaven is 
narrow.

Jesus’ call to salvation was for all, but 
his pastoral focus was certainly with the 
poor. So, he dedicated much of his time 
reaching out to those who could give 
nothing in return: the blind, deaf, lame, 
and lepers. And his attention didn’t stop 
at the materially poor but extended to 
sinners and those thought to be impure.

This love for the weak was a sign of 
the Messiah as proclaimed by many 
prophets, including Isaiah. The Anointed 
of God would come to vindicate the poor, 
orphaned, widowed, sick, and oppressed.

Jesus did exactly that, and it was 
this solicitude and miraculous power 
that began convincing Galileans, and 
eventually those in Jerusalem, that he was 
the long-awaited One. Pope Francis said 
he longed for a Church of the poor, for 
the poor. It seems Jesus did, too. +

While gratitude to donors 
is understandable,  

it’s easy for it to become 
partiality and a different 

moral standard.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Remember that story about 
the poor widow lady…Her 
husband had committed 
suicide; he jumped from the 
bridge into the river. And 
she wept. She said, “I am a 
sinner, a poor woman. But 
my poor husband! He is in 
hell.”…And the Curé of Ars 
said, “But wait a moment, 
ma’am, because between 
the bridge and the river, 
there is the mercy of God.”

—Homily, March 18, 2019

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 35:4–7a
Say to the fearful of heart: 
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God.

James 2:1–5
My brothers and sisters, show no 
partiality as you adhere to the faith 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ.

Mark 7:31–37
And [immediately] the man’s 
ears were opened, his speech 
impediment was removed, and  
he spoke plainly.

• Do I have a heart for the poor 
as Jesus did?

• How can I express that real 
preference in practical ways?
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individual purpose for why God placed 
them on this earth. Those people give 
me hope. If they managed to find their 
purpose, maybe I can, too.

It’s no longer enough for me to read 
a paragraph or two about the legendary 
exploits of those whose names begin 
with “Saint.” I want to know how the 
real people behind those legends lived. 
How they learned to mirror God 
while surrounded by cranky kids and 
clueless coworkers and spouses who 
insist on using dish towels to wipe dirty 
mouths. Because that is the path I need 
illuminated. +

Saints are real people 
with real lives seeking the 
discernment and courage 

to exemplify Christ.

September 5, 2021

Want to Be in That Number?
By Kathleen M. Basi

When I was a child, I had a book 
about saints that I loved. It 

was filled with color pictures and 
heroic, larger-than-life stories. I spent 
hours trying to decide whether I liked 
Catherine of Siena or Catherine of 
Alexandria better. I felt as if I ought to 
like Siena better for cutting her hair off 
and being a nun and all, but Alexandria’s 
picture was prettier.

It was years before I realized most of 
these people weren’t the golden-haired 
northern Europeans portrayed in my 
book. It was later still before I realized 
that by focusing on legends and miracles, 
I had turned sainthood into something 
reserved for a select few—something far 
beyond the reach of an ordinary mortal 
like me.

These days, I prefer to think of the 
saints as real people, flawed and fragile, 
representing every country and culture 
on earth. Yet for all their diversity, each 
of them sought exactly what I seek: 
discernment and courage to walk in 
the footsteps of Christ in a way that is 
authentic both to his example and to the 
time and place in which I live.

Now, my favorite stories speak not of 
miracles, but of extraordinary courage 
in ordinary situations—like Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, who, as an impoverished 
widow, founded the first parochial school 
in this country, along with a new order 
of religious—all while raising her own 
children.

They speak of deeply practical courage 

in extraordinary circumstances—like 
Maximilian Kolbe, who willingly starved 
to death in place of a fellow concentration-
camp prisoner in Auschwitz. In my 
opinion, that would be even harder than 
volunteering for a firing squad, where at 
least the end would come quickly.

And then there are figures with 
checkered pasts, like Dorothy Day 
and Thomas Merton—those who 
don’t have feast days in the Church 
calendar but whose words and actions 
have reverberated like an earthquake, 
reshaping the foundation of my faith.

Real people. Real lives. People 
stumbling through their world in all 
its messiness, trying to find the path to 
holiness amid chaos and to identify their 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
September 6–11

Monday, Weekday:  
Col 1:24—2:3 / Lk 6:6–11

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Col 2:6–15 / Lk 6:12–19 

Wednesday, The Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary: Mi 5:1–4a or Rom 8:28–30 / 
Mt 1:1–16, 18–23, or 1:18–23

Thursday, St. Peter Claver:  
Col 3:12–17 / Lk 6:27–38

Friday, Weekday:  
1 Tm 1:1–2, 12–14 / Lk 6:39–42

Saturday, Weekday:  
1 Tm 1:15–17 / Lk 6:43–49

Lord, I am grateful for your 
faithfulness. Teach me to 
bring the comfort of your 
loving presence to those  

who are afraid.
—From Grateful Meditations for Every Day  

in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  
and Mary Ann McSweeny


