
ST. PAUL’S NEWMAN CENTER
UNIVERSITY 
CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY

12 . 15 . 2019
Third Sunday of Advent

Ministry to the Students, Faculty, and Staff 
of the University of  Wyoming since 1957

this week . . .
December 14 - December 22

1800 EAST GRAND AVENUE LARAMIE WY, 
82070•4316

(307)745•5461      www.newmancenter.org

Gospel Meditation-Understanding of Scripture

SAT 14 4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
Third Sunday of Advent

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Mass: Carlos Mellizo
Martha & Mary Potluck
Posadas Day 2

SUN 15 8:30 a.m.
11:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Mass: For the Perez-Garcia Family
Mass: Norma Deibert
Posadas Day 3
Mass: St. Paul's Newman Center
Sunday Supper
Communal Reconciliation at St. Laurence

MON 16 10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Staff Meeting/Offices are Closed
Meditation
Mass
Student Final's Dinner
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Posadas Day 4

TUE 17 5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m.

Mass 
Posadas Day 5
End of Semester Student Liturgy
Student Final's Brinner

WED 18 4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mass  
Student Final's Dinner
Martha & Mary Faith Sharing
Posadas Day 6

THUR 19 5:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Misa en Espanol: Feliberto, Celestina, 
and Ronnie Sanchez
Posadas Day 7

FRI 20 9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Martha & Mary Faith Sharing
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
Posadas Day 8

SAT 21 4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fourth Sunday of Advent

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Mass: St. Paul's Newman Center
Posadas Day 9

SUN 22 8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Mass: Christopher Foianini
Mass: Joseph Hafele

The 5:00 p.m. Liturgy returns January 26
Wednesday Sacrament of Reconciliation returns January 29

Who did you come to see? A version of this question is 
posed by Jesus many times in the Gospels. He asks it of 
Andrew and John when they begin to follow him. He asks 
it of Mary Magdalene in the garden of the resurrection. 
He asks it in today’s Gospel. “What did you go out to the 
desert to see?” There is something innately human about 
“seeing.” Animals have eyes — some with much more 
powerful vision than our own — but that’s not the kind of 
seeing Jesus is talking about. We could phrase the question 
several other ways. “What are you looking for?” “What are 
you longing for?” “Whom do you seek?”
It is in seeing for ourselves that our suspicions or hypotheses 
are confirmed, that our desires discover their fulfillment, 
and that we can rest for a moment in certainty. John the 
Baptist sought certainty of Jesus’ identity. “Are you the one 
who is to come, or should we look for another?” Jesus sends 
word to him based on the testimony of sight, observations 
of the mighty deeds Jesus has begun to work. “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see.”God recognizes our desire 
to see. In the Incarnation, the Word is made flesh. The 
invisible is made visible. The supernatural is made manifest 
in an infant who can do little more than the most natural 
of movements as he feeds, cries, sleeps. We don’t need 
to wait for Christmas to see God. The work of God is all 
around us. Those blinded by sin “regain their sight.” People 
overcome backgrounds of poverty and violence to make 
world-changing contributions. Addicts grow and heal. Truth 
is spoken, and people listen. Let’s pray for the grace to see 
God’s movement in our lives this week. How have you seen 
the work of God?   ©LPi



sacrament of anointing
This sacrament that brings 
spiritual and physical strength 
will be celebrated following the 
evening liturgy on the second 
Saturday of every other month. 

eucharist times & 
sacramental 
preparation info
Saturday 
 5:00 p.m.
Sunday  
 8:30, 11:00 a.m., & 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday
 5:00 p.m.
Thursday-Misa En Español
 5:00 p.m.
	 2:00	p.m.	first	Sunday	of	the		
 month
reconciliation
Wednesdays & Saturdays
 4:00 p.m.(or by appointment)

new to our parish? would 
you like to 
become a member?
Whether you are new to Laramie 
or new to our community, we 
welcome and invite you to stop 
by	the	office	weekdays	between	
the hours of 9:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 
for membership information or 
contact us at 
newman@newmancenter.org

Communal 
Reconciliation
Advent Communal 
Reconciliation is a time 

to come together as a community 
to pray and be reconciled with 
God and one another as we 
prepare for Christmas. Join us 
for this sacrament on Sunday, 
December 15 at 7:00 p.m. at 
St. Laurence O'Toole.

Catholic Extension Calendars
Hope is the theme for the 2020 Rejoice O' Earth. 
Grow your faith with hopeful images, scriptures 
and prayers. Proceeds from calendars strengthen 
the presence and 
mission of the Catholic 
Church in under-
resourced Catholic 
communities across 
the United States. We 
invite you to pick up 
a copy of the 2020 
Catholic Extension Society Calendar. Calendars 
are bi-lingual. 

The Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination to 
the priesthood on December 13. 
The Catholic faithful are being 
invited to pray for Pope Francis 
as he continues to serve God 
and His people:
Father of mercy, we come 
before you with gratitude for 
the fifty years of priesthood 
of Pope Francis, whom you 
have made Peter’s successor. 
Support him with the Spirit’s 
gifts, so that he can continue to 
preach the Gospel with priestly 
zeal and lead the Church with 
wisdom and strength and 
courage. May his example of 
long and faithful service be an 
inspiration to your priests and 
to all your faithful. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.

UW Finals Week 
December 16 - 20
The students invite you to pray 
with them during this challenging 
week as they finish assignments 
and begin finals.  The Newman 
Center will provide meals for 
them Monday - Wednesday . 
You are invited to bring snacks 
to have available at Jericho.  
(Homemade baked goods are 
extremely popular) 

Office Closures during the Holidays
The parish offices will be closed Tuesday, 
December 24 through Thursday, December 26. 
The building will open later and close earlier 
during the week between Christmas and New 
Year's Day. Many of the staff will also be gone 
that week. We wish you experience 
the many graces this season brings 
in the coming weeks.

Martha & Mary wish to thank 
everyone for their participation 
in this year's Christmas Bazaar. 
The fellowship was outstanding 
among the members, parishioners, 
and people from the community. 
Success could not have been 
achieved without all of you. If 
interested, a list of all the raffle 
winners is posted on the bulletin board in Bishop 
Newell Hall.   

Changes in the Worship Space
You may have noticed the addition of screens 
to our worship space. If you were just with us 
to celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe, you 
experienced them in action. The screens are 
primarily to assist with with bilingual worship. 
However, they will also be useful when we are 
asked to use video presentations and to reduce 
the need for printed worship aids.  Fr. Rob 
welcomes any suggestions you have as we learn 
how best to use this new tool.

RCIA
Are you interested in exploring the 
possibility of becoming Catholic? 
RCIA meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. 
For information, contact Fr. Rob: 
rob@newmancenter.org

infant baptism
Anyone interested in having their 
baby baptized needs to attend 
preparation sessions that explore 
the meaning of the Sacrament, 
explain the Rite, and support 
parents and godparents in the 
Christian role of sharing faith with 
their children. Email Fr. Rob for 
information. 



"Cor ad Cor loquitur.”       "Heart Speaks to Heart"      

Hispanic Ministry

Sunday, December 8, Gift Offerings
$21,668 including our tithe ($2,167) for our sisters and 

brothers in need
“Freely you have received, freely give.”

Mt 10:8

Thank You

As faithful stewards of  all that God has given to 
us, for the last couple of weeks we have been  
making a concrete pledge of  financial  support 

of the ministry of St. Paul’s Newman Center.  Your 
generous commitments to date are:

 Residents: 146 pledges, $299,727 
 Students:  36 pledges,  $    3,552
 Children        4 pledges,   $       284
 TOTAL  186 pledges, $303,562

We ask that everyone fill out a pledge card, even if you 
are not able to commit a specific amount. Your signature 
alone is a sign of your desire to participate in the life of 
our faith community and give whatever you are able.

Live in a Spirit of  Abundance 
and an Attitude of  Gratitude!

    “In honor of  the Lord, your God, and 
the measure of  your own freewill offering 
shall be in proportion to the blessing the 
Lord, your God, has bestowed on you.” 

Deuteronomy 16-17

Observances for the week of Dec 15, 2019
Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Saturday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest &   
 Doctor of the Church 
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent  ©LPi

Posadas December 13-21
Únase a esta tradición latina mientras 
procesamos con Maria y Jose 
conmemorando su búsqueda de refugio 
en Belén. Habrá canciones y lecturas 
tradicionales. Botanas y actividades 
para los niños serán parte de cada 
noche. Los horarios varían cada noche 

y estarán publicados en todo el edificio. Para apuntarse 
como anfitrión busque la hoja en Bishop Newell Hall.

Join in this Latino tradition as we process with Joseph 
and Mary commemorating their search for shelter in 
Bethlehem. There will be traditional songs and readings. 
Refreshments and an activity for the children will be a 
part of each evening. Times vary each evening and are 
posted throughout the building. Sign-up to host receptions 
is in Bishop Newell Hall.

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Tuesday          December 24  
   4:00, 7:00 & 10:00 p.m. 
Wednesday  December 25  
   10:00 a.m.

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph
Saturday  December 28
   5:00 p.m.
Sunday   December 29 
   8:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
Tuesday  December 31 
   5:15 p.m. 
Wednesday  January 1  
   10:00 a.m.

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Saturday            January 4   
    5:00 p.m. 
Sunday            January 5  
    8:30, 11:00 a.m.

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Saturday                January 11       
    5:00 p.m. 
Sunday    January 12
    8:30, 11:00 a.m.

Liturgies During the Season of Christmas



Liturgical Ministry Schedule

Pastor: Fr. Rob Spaulding
ext. #105 rob@newmancenter.org
Director of Campus Ministry: Lillie Rodgers
ext. #104 lillie@newmancenter.org
Director of Pastoral Music & Liturgy: Tom Quinlivan
ext. #101 tom@newmancenter.org
Parish Business Manager: Sandy Gaddis
ext. #100 sandy@newmancenter.org
Communications Coordinator: Myra Belser
ext. #106 myra@newmancenter.org
Administrative Assistant: Sandra Loza
ext. #102 sandra@newmancenter.org
Parish Accountant: Aja Birch
aja@newmancenter.org
Coordinator of Service & Outreach: Sandy Rupp
307-267-8418 rupp@newmancenter.org
Coordinator of Charity Assistance: Chris Aneiros
Facilities Maintenance: Mike Morin
ext. #110 mike@newmancenter.org

Staff (307)745-5461
newman@newmancenter.org

December 13-21
Posadas

December 15 at 7:00 p.m.
Advent Communal Reconciliation

at St. Laurence O'Toole
December 16-20
UW Finals Week
December 24-25

Christmas Eve Liturgies: 4:00, 7:00 &10:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Liturgy: 10:00 a.m.

upcoming events Live the Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
Do you ever feel inwardly dry and parched? Where 
do you turn to gain a refreshed sense of being and 
purpose? Just as we often do not refresh our physical 
bodies with what is healthiest, we make the same 
mistake with our soul. We do not always reach for the 
healthiest spiritual food. We confuse our inner dryness 
with something else and reach out for the wrong 
thing. It is no wonder why so many people are lost 
and confused. We will never be completely satisfied 
or whole this side of our journey. A good measure of 
patience and waiting is needed as we hope for the rain 
water of God’s presence to fall upon us. When are we 
going to finally realize that Jesus is the One who has 
come to refresh us, and we no longer have to search for 
another? Our souls will find refreshment and rest only 
when they rest in God.

Vivir la Liturgia - Inspiración de la Semana
¿Alguna vez te has sentido interiormente seco y parti-
do? ¿A dónde recurres para obtener un sentido ren-
ovado de tu ser y propósito? Así como a menudo no 
refrescamos nuestros cuerpos físicos con lo que es más 
saludable, cometemos el mismo error con nuestra alma. 
No siempre buscamos el alimento espiritual más salud-
able. Confundimos nuestra sequedad interna con algo 
más y buscamos lo incorrecto. No es de extrañar por 
qué tanta gente está perdida y confundida. Nunca es-
taremos completamente satisfechos ni completos en este 
lado de nuestro viaje. Se necesita una buena dosis de 
paciencia y espera mientras esperamos que la lluvia 
de agua de la presencia de Dios caiga sobre nosotros. 
¿Cuándo nos daremos cuenta finalmente de que Jesús 
es el que ha venido a refrescarnos y ya no tenemos 
que buscar a otro? Nuestras almas encontrarán frescu-
ra y descanso solo cuando descansen en Dios.

Dec. 21-22 5:00 p.m.  8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m. 
Lector C. Curry/Needed B. Alvarez/T. Wilhelm C. Weber/S. Amundson
Altar Server S. Kaiser  J. Whisler  M. Baidoo 
EMoHC C. Daum  J. Przygocki  N. Thiele 
		 S.	Kaiser	 	 T.	Leathers	 	 J.	Sheaffer
  L. Kaiser  J. Roznowski  B. Pier
  S. Root-Elledge Needed  Needed 
  C. Aneiros  Needed  Needed
Hospitality Gabriel Family Showacre Family Needed/Needed
Eucharistic	Bread:	A.	Wilhelm

Dec. 24-25 4:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m.  10:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
Lector	 M.	Goetz/C.	Bennett	 C.	Curry/L.	Kaiser	 J.	Ballard/R.	Ballard	 NeededNeeded
Altar Server J. Whisler  R. Melinda  J. Russo R. Melinda
EMoHC S. Beck  S. Root-Elledge Needed Needed
  C. Vaske  S. Kaiser  Needed Needed    
  De. Vaske  Needed  Needed M. Vaske
  C. Aneiros  C. Daum  Needed J. Roznowski
  D. Aneiros  S. McDonald  Needed Needed
Hospitality	 B/	Hettgar/Needed	 Needed	 	 E.	McGann/Needed	 Needed
Eucharistic	Bread:	L.	Kaiser

Liturgical ministers are 
needed for all our holy days 
and holiday liturgies. We 
are	particularly	in	need	of	
hospitality and extraordinary 
ministers. If you available, 
please consider volunteering. 
Go to Ministry Scheduler Pro 
to sign-up. 



© 2019 Liguori Publications   l   Liguori.org

Third Sunday of Advent (A)
December 15, 2019

Be Strong and Fear Not
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

John came to announce a savior, but in 
his difficult imprisonment, he and his 

disciples began to wonder if the one he 
announced was truly the one. Even after 
months spent in the desert preparing 
himself as well as preaching conversion, 
John’s heart is tempted to doubt. Yes, 
even saints struggle. It is easy to doubt 
when difficulty comes our way and life 
doesn’t treat us as we think we deserve.

John sends his disciples to ask Jesus if 
he is the Messiah. It does us much good 
to bring our concerns and doubts to 
Jesus directly! Jesus responds as he often 
does. Rather than just answer, “I am 

he”—which could easily be considered an 
empty claim—he invites them to look at 
the evidence. He fulfills the prophecy of 
Isaiah 35:5: “The eyes of the blind shall 
see, / and the ears of the deaf be opened,” 
the poor shall find a new reason to hope.

Jesus’ mission is to change lives and 
to save us from the blindness of egoism, 
the deafness of a hardened heart, and 
the closed mind that cannot accept the 
other. He is the savior of those who let 
themselves be saved.

Saint James’ exhortation could have 
been meant for John the Baptist or 
anyone who finds it hard to persevere in 
trusting and following Jesus: “You too 
must be patient. Make your hearts firm, 
because the coming of the Lord is at 
hand” (James 5:8). +

It is easy to doubt when 
difficulty comes our way. 
Yes, even saints struggle.

A Word from 
Pope Francis
Your music and your song 
are a true instrument of 
evangelization insofar as you 
witness to the profoundness 
of the Word of God that 
touches the hearts of people, 
and allows a celebration of 
the sacraments, especially 
of the Holy Eucharist, which 
makes one sense the beauty 
of paradise.

—International meeting of choirs, 
November 24, 2018

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10
Be strong, do not fear! / Here is your 
God, / he comes with vindication; / 
With divine recompense / he comes 
to save you.

James 5:7–10
See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains.

Matthew 11:2–11
“Are you the one who is to come,  
or should we look for another?”

• What doubts about God 
arise in my heart?

• How do I deal with these 
moments of uncertainty?

•

•
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“Who then Can Be Saved?”
By Thomas H. Groome

This is the rhetorical 
question the 

disciples asked Jesus 
after he declared “it is 
easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of 
a needle than for one 
who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of God” 
(Matthew 19:24). Their 
concern couldn’t have 
been that they were rich; 
they were poor peasants.

Rather, they recognized that everyone 
needs salvation, that we cannot save 
ourselves, and that the camel is smaller to 
the needle’s eye than our sinful baggage is 
to eternal life. Jesus replied, “For human 
beings this is impossible, but for God all 
things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

Those first disciples believed that God 
was saving the world through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
They embraced faith in Jesus as God’s 
own Son and the Savior of all humanity, 
the divine intervention that redirected 
history toward God’s reign. They 
remembered Jesus stating his own sense 
of purpose as life “more abundantly” 
(John 10:10), and they began to search 
for ways to communicate what this 
means for humanity and creation.

Saved From, Saved For 
Two key ideas emerged in Western 
Christianity—redemption and 
salvation—portraying Jesus as our 
Redeemer and Savior. From the Latin 

“to buy back,” redemption 
connotes that Jesus paid 
the price for our sins. 
From the Latin “to make 
safe,” salvation means 
Jesus ensures our safety 
for eternal life. Both imply 
a negative condition 
from which we’ve been 
rescued and a positive 
possibility for which we 
are empowered. 

Christians have faith 
that Jesus has saved us from the powers 
of sin and evil. He has saved us for 
living as his disciples, modeling “the 
way and the truth and the life” (John 
14:6). Through faithful discipleship, our 
salvation begins now and is completed in 
God’s eternal presence. By our baptism 
into union with Christ we  access God’s 
saving work in Jesus, and the Church 
is now God’s “universal sacrament of 
salvation” (Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church [Lumen Gentium], 48).

All who have faith in Christ and are 
baptized into union with him can be 
saved. Catholicism also emphasizes that 
Christian faith demands “good works,” 
that we live the faith we profess. With the 
help of God’s grace, we are accountable 
to follow “the way” that Jesus modeled. 
Apparently, God’s final judgment will 
focus on our practical love, especially 
toward those in need (Matthew 25:31–
46). Though discipleship is demanding, 
we take hope in the fact that Jesus has 
heightened God’s mercy toward us.

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
December 16–21

Monday, Advent Weekday:  
Nm 24:2–7, 15–17a / Mt 21:23–27

Tuesday, Advent Weekday:  
Gn 49:2, 8–10 / Mt 1:1–17

Wednesday, Advent Weekday:  
Jer 23:5–8 / Mt 1:18–25

Thursday, Advent Weekday:  
Jgs 13:2–7, 24–25a / Lk 1:5–25

Friday, Advent Weekday:  
Is 7:10–14 / Lk 1:26–38

Saturday, Advent Weekday:  
Sg 2:8–14 or Zep 3:14–18a / Lk 1:39–45

Lord, you are patient with me and 
give me time to correct my faults 

and become a better person. 
Help me to be more patient and 

loving toward others.
—From Joyful Meditations for Every Day  
of Advent and the 12 Days of Christmas,  

Rev. Warren J. Savage and Mary Ann McSweeny

“Many Dwelling Places”
As Christians, we are confident of God’s 
saving work in Christ. But then, if we 
are really Christians for whom neighbor 
knows no limits, we should be concerned 
about all those who don’t come to faith in 
Jesus, for whatever reason. Can people of 
every religion (or no religion) be saved? 

First, we firmly believe there is one 
mediator between God and the human 
race: Jesus. Yet we also remember Jesus 
saying that God’s house has “many 
dwelling places” (John 14:2). In this light, 
Catholicism has consistently held that 
anyone can be saved by Christ through 
“baptism of desire.” This means that 
all people who do God’s will—as best 
they know it—have a virtual desire for 
baptism and thus are saved by their 
implicit faith in Jesus.

When explaining how all people are 
saved by Jesus and “associated with this 
paschal mystery,” the Second Vatican 
Council simply said that the Holy Spirit 
brings this about “in a manner known 
only to God” (Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World [Gaudium 
et Spes], 22). Or, as Jesus himself said, 
“for God, all things are possible.” +
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