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On February 21, over 100 members of our community gathered 
for a potluck meal and community meeting.  At this gathering, 
we took the next step in conversation about 
the future of the physical site of St. Paul’s 
Newman Center.  It was an exciting 90 
minutes as parishioners shared some of their 
hopes and dreams for the future.

Many of you know that in 1993, a three-
phase plan was begun in this community.  
Phase 1 was the renovation of the Worship 
Space.  A guiding principle for renovation 
was the theology of the presence of Christ in the assembly that 
was made so clear at the Second Vatican Council.  The Body 
of Christ is not only the consecrated bread and wine, but is also 
present in those gathered around the Table of the Lord.  This 
renovation was only temporary as many essential elements are 
missing from the space…e.g. a permanent immersion baptismal 
font and a dedicated and suffi cient space for musicians.

Phase 2 was to acquire all of the residential properties on this 
block.  This was completed in 2005 with the purchase of the 
property at 1813 Garfi eld which, along with 1823 Garfi eld, is 
currently being used as student housing.

We are now in Phase 3—a comprehensive assessment of the 
physical plant of St. Paul’s, an evaluation of current space needs, 
and time for listening and discernment of God’s Spirit as we plan 
for the next 50 years at St. Paul’s Newman Center.

There will be many more opportunities for our community to 
gather in the near future to listen, pray, and plan together.  Please 
be assured that no decisions have been made and none will be 
made until we all have a chance to enter into dialogue.  If you 
feel that God might be calling you to use your gifts to help lead 
this process, please contact Fr. Rob.  It is truly an exciting time 
to be a member of this vibrant faith community!



Forming Families     -Anthony Allen

 Becoming Christ for others is our goal. When 
we gather to celebrate Eucharist as a community, we are 
striving to become Christ for others. When we interact 
with our families, we are trying to be Christ for our 
loved ones. Jesus sought to engage people in their pain 
and in their joy. He met people on the street and in their 
homes. His message was for everyone and he knew that 
people’s experience of faith would be dependent on the 
type of community they formed and nourished.
 Learning about Jesus and our Catholic faith 
is foundational if we strive to become Christ for 
others. With this in mind, St. Paul’s Newman Center 
has developed a family faith formation program 
built around the participation of children and parents 
together, gathering to learn and grow in the traditions 

and values 
of our 
Catholic 
heritage. 
The premise 
is that all of 
us, young 
and old, 
benefi t from 
learning 

about our faith. We hold to the belief that parents are the 
fi rst and primary teachers of the faith to their children. 

When we gather parents and children together, we offer 
a learning model that provides resources, teaching and 
activities that encourage the parents and children to 
learn and work side by side. 
 Family Faith Formation with Children also 
provides families learning opportunities without 
separating parents and young children for one more 
event outside of the home. Fragmentation of families 
for a multitude of activities throughout the week can 
put daunting and unwanted stress on families seeking 
to fi nd time to spend together. Our middle school youth 
program also promotes interactive learning experiences 
for parents and youth through regular family night 
potlucks. 
 Bringing families together also has the benefi t 
of serving as a gathering for families with children. 
Parents are able to meet and socialize with other 
families in the parish, sharing ideas and fellowship 
while helping their children grow in faith.
 We will welcome you to our faith formation 
gatherings regardless of your situation in life; whether 
you’re a single parent or married, divorced or in an 
interfaith marriage; whether you are an immigrant or 
newcomer; whether you are struggling with your faith 
or fi rm in your commitment. We will welcome you with 
an open door and an open heart and we will offer you a 
share in the grace of Christ which fi lls this church.

Visiting the Sick  -Myra Belser

 During this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has 
asked us to study the Corporal and Spiritual Works 
of Mercy and to incorporate these works in our lives.    
Members of our community have taken to heart the 
Corporal Work of visiting the sick and have made that 
a part of their weekly routine.  
 Students and residents from St. Paul’s Newman 
visit the Laramie Care Center and Spring Winds 
Assisted Living to pray with our extended family 
and serve them the Body of Christ. Th ey take time 
to engage in conversation, console those who are 
troubled, tidy up their immediate personal space, help 
them with their water cups, hold hands, or simply 
listen. Th e nursing care residents look forward to 
seeing these familiar faces and some residents cleverly 
look for ways to prolong visits. “I love getting to 
sit down and chat with the residents. Th rough this 
ministry we have created wonderful relationships with 
one another. I think it is so important that as students 

we understand the 
diff erence we can 
make in other people's 
lives,” says Brea 
Farley. Th ese simple 
acts contribute to the 
preservation of their 
dignity which our 
Catholic faith strongly affi  rms. Our brothers and sisters 
in nursing care deserve our respect and compassion 
during this stage of life. Th is ministry helps our 
community stay connected as members of the Body  of 
Christ. To examine ways you can live the Corporal 
Work of Mercy of Visiting the Sick, consider one of the 
following :
•  spend quality time with those who are sick or   
    homebound
•  take the time to call, send a card or an e-mail to        
    someone who is sick

Brea Farley with Jane Allen
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Building Community   -Kelly Fuller

Newman Center Fall Conference 2017Newman Center Fall Conference 2017
Where There is Forgiveness, There is Life, will be hosted by St. Paul’s Newman 
Center,  September 23-24, 2016.  In aligning with the jubilee “The Holy Year of 
Mercy” announced by Pope Francis, featured speakers will convey a common 
message of compassion and forgiveness.  

Immaculée Ilibagiza, a Rwandan genocide survivor, will share her story and present a message of hope, faith, 
and forgiveness during one of history’s most brutal massacres.

As the founder and CEO of Homeboy Industries, Fr. Gregory Boyle will share about his life’s dedica  on to gang 
rehabilita  on in helping LA’s most marginalized individuals fi nd a place in society.  

Also joining us is Fr. Anthony Gi   ns, CSSp a religious missionary and Professor of Theology and Culture, 
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago. He spent most of the 1970s in Sierra Leone, West Africa, and since then 
has taught graduate theology in London and Chicago. 

These prominent speakers will share with us, issues of social jus  ce, tolerance and discipleship. 

 For the last two years, we have been discerning 
how we can better invite and welcome new members of 
our community. Student Leaders and Campus Ministry 
have been doing a fantastic job of reaching out to new 
students and getting them involved, but we didn’t have 
the same reach within the resident community. To fi ll 
this gap, we revitalized the Welcoming Committee 
in the Spring of 2015 and it has blossomed into a 
wonderful ministry. 
 It took a few months to fi nd our 
footing – at fi rst, we focused on only 
welcoming new members and visitors. 
But we quickly realized that the best 
way to welcome new members was to 
help establish relationships among all 
parishioners of the Newman Center. We 
create this hospitable environment through personal 
invitation and community gatherings.  
 Th e personal invitation starts with the 
Welcoming Committee. Each month we gather with 
the new parish membership forms and write personal 
letters to the newly registered residents welcoming 
them to our community. We also had our fi rst New 
Parishioner Dinner in the fall – it was an intimate 

gathering and it allowed new residents to make 
connections with current residents and other new 
residents. Because of the quality of the interactions, 
we will host our second New Parishioner Dinner this 
spring. 
 We started emphasizing community gatherings 
this spring, with great success! Th e fi rst weekend 
of each month is a Hospitality Weekend, when 
all parishioners are invited to gather aft er Liturgy 

in Bishop Newell Hall for food and 
fellowship. While the Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
crowd prefers the more sophisticated 
cheese-and-cracker spread, the Sunday 
morning liturgy crowds are always 
excited for a good donut and hot cup of 
coff ee. Th e Sunday 5:00 p.m. students 
are just happy to have a snack and time 

for fellowship. We encourage everyone to stop by and 
to seek out someone they don’t know and introduce 
themselves. 
 Would you like to off er new ways to help 
members of our community connect and to “welcome 
the stranger?”  Consider joining the Welcoming 
Committee ministry and email us at 
newman@newmancenter.org. 

•  volunteer to drive patients to medical appointments
•  volunteer at a hospital
•  assist full-time caregivers for family members
•  cook and delivers meals to the sick and homebound.

 Be transformed by visiting the sick during this 
Year of Mercy.  Not only will you be grace to someone, 
but you will experience grace though your merciful 
actions.

  Immaculé e       Fr. Boyle        Fr. Gi  ens

3



St. Paul’s Newman Center
University Catholic Community
1800 East Grand Avenue
Laramie WY   82070-4316

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON PROFIT 
ORG

US POSTAGE
PAID

LARAMIE WY
PERMIT #7

 Eucharist of Our Lord’s SupperEucharist of Our Lord’s Supper
 

Thursday, March 24
  6:15 p.m.—Simple meal (bring a salad   
  or meatless dish to share)   

  7:30 p.m.—Evening Eucharist of our   
  Lord’s Supper (gather in Bishop  
  Newell Hall)
Adoration following Liturgy until 12:00 midnight  

Good Friday of Our Lord’s Passion and Good Friday of Our Lord’s Passion and 
Death Death 

 
Friday, March 25
  9:00 a.m.—Morning Prayer 
  3:30 p.m.—Liturgy of our Lord’s Passion and        
            Death 

Holy Saturday of Our Lord’s RestHoly Saturday of Our Lord’s Rest 
        

Saturday, March 26
  9:00 a.m.—Morning Prayer and Blessing of  
   Easter Food Baskets

Easter Sunday of Our Lord’s ResurrectionEaster Sunday of Our Lord’s Resurrection  
   

Saturday, March 26
  8:00 p.m.—The Easter Vigil Eucharist followed      
                     by a reception to welcome newly        
             baptized
Sunday, March 27
   7:30 a.m.—Liturgy of the Eucharist             
   9:00 a.m.—Liturgy of the Eucharist
 11:00 a.m.—Liturgy of the Eucharist 
    (incense will be used)

*No 5:00 pm Eucharist Easter Sunday*

2016
Easter Triduum


